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2.

10.
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BHmresmger SHUEGS.

HEsMhsLLL eflarésd — mLUGILEES. eUTEmEILITETES SeuTLilser — enaal ellGEI
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Qg storLm(mLD SleuEhTarGuTgpn — &r.g. laTemsT — mea FSSTHS T SreD —
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SlouEpmeer Lmumipl SymiGle 2 m7 — &. SSTGaI (LSO — LGImT SILNTET

LSS SLsL — 1985.
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13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
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26.
27.

28.
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OLiiiseiTL ETSSHTRISHT — ClE6TamETL LILSMmaSSNS maa Se5sMmss glemm — 1988.
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HoueprarCurss sl ey — wGndlr g mererMls Sm&a L1 — 2005.
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29.12.2018 sefl Bawruge 11.00 - 01.00 @SS urLD - W5 I fHsyewrd
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5 AausHm & GEHASUTHD jeuiser @rawLnmbd yfagenrd (II)
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mrer : 1. 10. 2018
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PREFACE

The Fourteen Siddhantha Shastras are the most authoritative works expounding the Saiva
Siddhantha System of philosophy. They belong to the 12th, 13th, and 14th centuries of the Christian
Era. The first of them, Tiruvunthiyaris a short and cryptic work of Tiruviyalur Uyyavanda deva
Nayanar written in 1147 A.D. It is composed in a very attractive metre, which children employ
while singing to the butterfly and contains several philosophic maxims in mystic language. The style
reminds one of the prince of mystics St. Tirumoolar. The next work, Tirukalittruppadiyar is the
work of Tirukadavoor Uyyavanda deva Nayanar, writtenin 1177 A.D. It is follows Tiruvunthiyar
faithfully, and explains in a fuller measure, the aphorisms of the earlier work. These two works are
in a way, the precursors of Meikanda Deva's classical and immortal work.

The most important of the fourteen group is undoubtedly Meikanda Deva's Sivagnana
Bodham. The Life of Meikanda Deva and the origin of his work are too well known to need
repetition. He belonged to the first halfofthe 13" century A.D. Inrecent times, a good deal of
research has been directed to the question, whether Meikanda Deva is an original author or a
mere translator. The older orthodox view seems to be that he found the original in twelve sanskrit
sutras of the Raurava Agama, while the modern view holds that there is considerable disparity
between the sanskrit sutras and his own sutras and vital difference in many essential aspects. A
decision on this question, acceptable to all parties, has yet to be made.

Meikanda Deva stands at the head of the Santhana Parambarai. His preceptor, St.
Paranjothi is the last link in the Celestial Chain (called the Aghachandanam). Arulnandi Sivacharya,
who is Meikanda's father's family preceptor, became the chief disciple of Meikanda Deva. His
elaborate treatise, the Sivagnana Siddhiyar deals exhaustively with the tenets of other systems of
philosophy, refutes the conclusions which they adumbrate, sets out in great detail the doctrines of
the Saiva Siddhantha System, and takes care to answer all the criticisms which could possibly be
levelled against them. It is thus a very valuable piece of polemical literature. Arulnandhi Sivacharya
is also the author of the lrupa Irupathu which contains many eulogistic references to his master.

Among the forty-nine disciples of Meikanda Deva was one Manavachakam Kadanthar of
Tiruvathikai, whose book called Unmai Vilakkam ranks as the sixth of the series. It is a manual
which catalogues the tatwas, deals with the Panchakshara as embodied in the Nataraja idol, and
the way to salvation.

Umapathy Sivacharya, one of the traditional - three - thousand - priests of the Chidambaram
Temple is a prolific author who accounts for the remaining eight ofthe series. These eight go by the
collective name of Siddhantha Ashtakam. Ofthese Sivaprakasam stands foremost, and Tiruvarul
Payan and Sankalpa Nirakaranam come next; Vinavenba, Pottrippahrodai, Kodikkavi,
Nenjuvidhuthoothu, and Unmainerivilakkam are the remaining five. These five are small pieces
dealing with some special aspects ofthe system. There is a tradition about the occasion for singing
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the Kodikkavi. The author gives the saka year for the composition of Sankalpa Nirakaranam as

1235 from which its date has been calculated as 1313 A.D.

Of'these fourteen shastras, Sivagnana Bodham, Sivagnana Siddhiyar & Sivaprakasam are
the three, mostly studied and referred to by other authors. They form a class by themselves and

are respectively called the Primary, the Secondary, and the Derivative (gpsed eurf), Fmiyy

mrevsseir) and it is for these three works that we find several commentaries. Ofall the commentaries
on the Sivagnana Bodham, the best is the Bashyam of Sivagnana Samigal. An unpublished
commentary on the Sivagnana Siddhiyar called the “Gnanabharanavilakkam™ by Sri-la-Sri
Velliambalavana Munivar of the Dharmapuram Mutt is the most exhaustive treatise based on this
work. The best commentary on the Sivaprakasam is that of Sivaprakasa Swamigal of Madura.

Let us now pass on to consider some of the eternal truths which the fourteen shastras teach
us. From very ancient times, man has studied the environments around him, postulated the existence
of God, listed His actions and attributes, discussed the relationship of the Universe unto himself,
and prayed to God to bless him with eternal happiness. All men are not alike, so are their thoughts
and conclusions. We therefore find considerable divergence of opinion on several of these
fundamental matters. The fourteen shastras divide the Universe into three eternal categories Pati,
Pasu and Pasa. They co-exist for all times. Ofthese Patior God has two aspects, the transcendental
and immanent.

He has eight attributes namely self control, purity, intuition, omniscience, freedom, grace,
omnipotence and happiness. All these are perfect and absolute in Him. He is the Supreme Lord of
the Universe and the Supreme Regulator of the destinies ofthe soul. He is the Supreme Director
of'the Panchakrityas or the five great cosmic actions (Creative Evolution, Protection, Transformative
Extinction, Involution and Blissful Absorption). In all these actions He is indissolubly united to
Shakti. He is the Efficient Cause, His Shakti is the Instrumental Cause, and Maya the Material
Cause. This theory of causation is based on Sath-Karya-Vadha and differs from other theories
like the Maya-vadha and the Ekatmavadha.

The soul is as perennial as God Himself. It has five stages of consciousness called the
Jagratha, the Swapna. the Sushupti and the Turiya, and the Turiyatheetha. In these stages, it is
related to the 96 tatwas in various groups. The soul is called Pasu because it is in immemoral
bondage. Deliverance from this bondage is its salvation called Mukti. The bondage is the working
of’Pasa which is subdivided into Anava, Karma, and Maya. These are the three malas or impurities.
Anavamala is the root cause of the soul's misery and is also called the Moola Mala. It may, in a
way, be likened to the instinct of self-assertion found in the human and other species of creation.
Maya is the great cosmic illusion and karma is the chain ofaction and reaction. Though all the three
are bonds or bandhas, they differ among themselves in this way that Anava is Pratibandha (the
Inimical Bond), Maya is Sambandha (the allied Bond), and Karma is Anubanda (the Appendix
Bond). When these bonds fall off, the soul passes through three definite stages viz., Iruvinai-oppu
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or Samatwa Buddhi, malaparibhaga and Saktini-padha, and becomes a Jeevanmukta. When the
body falls off, the Jeevanmukta attains Sayujya.

There are four well defined processes by which the above results are achieved in easy
grades. These processes are known as Charya, Kriya, Yoga and Gnana. Each of these has four
sub-divisions bearing these very names. These sixteen grades, like the steps of a ladder, are
discussed in detail and the benefits which the soul derives from them are clearly defined. The
company of salved souls, the wills desires and actions of such souls, and the ways in which God
bestows. His grace on them are all clearly set out. The essence of Panchakshara or the holy Five
Letters, the methods of chantation and their effect on the soul and its encasement are all set out in
great detail, in such a way, that it takes one's breath away.

The importance of a spiritual preceptor, the indispensable necessity ofhis initiation and
upadesa, and the methods which he adopts are fully described and none is left in doubt as the
futility ofunaided self-endeavour.

These and hundreds of other matters are found in the Fourteen Shastras. They represent
the cream of Tamilian thought and Tamilian self realisation. They are unique in several respects and
go far beyond the limits which other well known systems have reached.

The Dharmapuram Adheenam deserves the grateful thanks of'the saivite world for brining
out this bare text edition of the Fourteen Shastras and for marking a very low price for the book
in these troublous times of paper scarcity. The present head of the Mutt is doing his level best for
the propagation of the Saiva-faith in all possible ways. The series of publications which has been
the light of day, since the ascent of His Holiness Sri-la-Sri Shunmuga Desiga Gnanasambanda
Paramacharya Swamigal, on the holy gadi ofthe Dharmapuram Adheenam Mutt, has served to
dispel darkness in the minds of hundreds of saivites and has flooded them with the light of the
Lord. The present publication will rank along with these and occupy a very prominent place.

May the authors of the Fouteen Shastras and the Lord whose grace they abound in, bless
all the readers of this book and bestow on them the choicest favours. May peace prevail in every
quarter of the Globe.

Om Shanti! Shanti!!  Shanti!!!

M. BALASUBRAHMANYA MUDALIAR, B.A, BL,,
Mylapore, Advocate & Honorary Secretary of
5-12-42. The Madras Saiva Siddhantha Mahasamajam.



